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CONCORDE: THE TIME FOR DECISION 
INTROS 

THE PUBLIC DEBATE OVER U.S, LANDING RIGHTS FOR THE 
BRITISH-FRENCH SUPERSONIC PASSENGER JETLINER IS OVER, 
NOW, THE TIME FOR DECISION, VAN SEROPIAN HAS THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT: 

VOICE: 

THE FINAL HEARING ON THE CONCORDE CAMK IN 
WASHINGTON MONDAY CJANUARY 6) AT THE TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT, MORE THAN SEVENTY WITNESSES, RANGING FROM 
BRITISH AND FRENCH CABINET OFFICIALS, TO LEADERYW OF 
NEIGHBORHOOD NOISE-ABATEMENT COMMITTEES, TO NEW YORK 
CITY HOUSEWIVES, PRESENTED THEIR VIEWS IN A NINE HOUR 
HEARING PRESIDED OVER BY SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WILLIAM COLEMAN, 

THE IMMEDIATE ISSUE WAS “WHETHER MR. COLEMAN SHOULD 
APPROVE A REQUEST FROM BRITISH AIRWAYS AND AIR FRANCE FOR 
FOUR CONCORDE FLIGHTS A DAY TO NEW YORK'S KENNEDY 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, AND TWO A DAY TO WASHINGTON'S 
OULLES AIRPORT STARTING THIS YEAR, MR, COLEMAN PROMISED 
A DECISION WITHIN THIRTY DAYS, 

THE HEARING DION'T BRING OUT ANY ARGUMENT THAT HAD 
NOT BEEN STATED BEFORE, SUPPORTERS OF THE 2240 KILOMETER 
AN HOUR JET SAID IT WAS A GIANT STEP FORVIARD IN AVIATION, 
A MARVEL OF TECHNOLOGY; WHILE OPPONENTS SAID IT WAS A 
HARBINGER OF ECOLOGICAL DISASTER, A WINGED WHITE ELEPHANT, 

THE PRIMARY ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE CONCORDE HAVE BEEN 
THAT IT IS TOO NOESY; THAT IT WILL POLLUTE THE AIR 
UNACCEPTABLY, AND THAT THE EMISSION FROM ITS ENGINES INTO 


THE STRATOSPHERE WILL DEPLETE THE EARTH'S OZONE SHIELD THEREBY 
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CAUSING MORE CASES OF SKIN CANCER, BUT IN A WRITTEN 
SUBMISSION TO THE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT THE BRITISH 
AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS SAID THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF 
THE SLEEK DELTA-\WINGED PLANE HAD BEEN GREATLY EXAGGERATED. 
THE TWO GOVERNMENTS SAID BARRING THE CONCORDE WOULD BE 
WIDELY VIEWED AS A DOUBLE STANDARD AND COULD LEAD TO 
RECIPROCAL LIMITATIONS ON AMERICAN SUPPLIERS AND AMERICAN 
AIR CARRIERS, AND A NEGATIVE DECISION, THEY SAID, WOULD 
HAVE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES IN BOTH FRANCE AND BRITAIN, 

BOTH NATIONS HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR PLANE IS NOISER 
THAN EXISTING SUBSONIC JETS, BUT BRITISH MINISTER OF STATE 
GERALD KAUFMAN TOLD THE HEARING THAT THE CONCORDE'S 
BENEFITS IN SPEED OF TRAVEL AND IN TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCEMENT FAR OUTWEIGH ITS DISADVANTAGES. 

BUT THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, EPA, SAID 
THE SST SHOULD BE DEFINITELY BANNEC FROM NE! YORK AND 
WASHINGTON, AND PERHAPS FROM ALL OTHER U.S, AIRPORTS, EPA 
OFFICIALS SAID INTRODUCTION OF CONCORDE SERVICE RUNS DIRECTLY 
COUNTER TO THE NOISE ABATEMENT AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICIES AND PROGRAMS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THE ARGUMENTS PRO AND CON HAVE BEEN AIRED, WHAT IS 
CERTAIN NOW, IN THE VIEW OF MOST EXPERTS, IS THAT SUPERSONIC 
AIR TRAVEL WILL SOME DAY BE ROUTINE, IT WILL OFFER THE 
TRAVELER WHAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN AVIATION'S PRIME ATTRACTION? 

A NEW DIMENSION IN SPEED. BUT CONCORDE'S OPPONENTS SAY 
THAT MAY BE A TECHNOLOGICALLY CHIC WAY TO TRAVEL, BUT IT'S 
NOT PROGRESS. ITS SUPPORTERS SAY THAT IS PROGRESS. AFTER 
ALL, THEY POINT OUT, ONCE A DECISION WAS MADE TO BUILD A 
NEW GENERATION OF PASSENGER JETS THE LOGICAL THING WAS 


NOT TO MAKE THEM BIGGER, BUT FASTER, 
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